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The undersigned is resigning from editing of the Chicago Arbeiter Zei-
tung, the Fackel, and the Vorbote.

Reasons: In the presence of the Managing Officials of the “Socialistic 
Publishing Society” one of this Society’s men reproached me: That my activ-
ity is the ruin of the aforementioned papers of which I have been the editor. 
2. It was insisted that I was not competent and displace better elements. 3. 
It was further insisted, that my work was not efficient and has not been in 
proportion to my salary, and 4. I have been called a vagabond.

For all this I ask of the Management an explanation, whether they have 
entrusted a vagabond with the editing of those newspapers and if not, this 
insult should be repelled as a defamation and explained, that I have in every 
respect fulfilled my duty, defended Socialistic Principles, and through my 
activity, these newspapers, whose Editor, I have been, not only promoted 
but, to a certain extent made their existence possible.

The management did not protect me against the defamation men-
tioned, although only one of the proposed explanations would have suf-
ficed. With phrases, that the management can not interfere with private 
disagreements, they would like to close this affair, After listening to such 
defamations, it was to be expected, that an explanation would follow. But 
this did not take place. In the interest of the Party and in my own defense as 
to my spotless past, I am resigning as Editor of these newspapers.

To the “Socialistic Publishing Society,” I have sold my work and activi-
ties, but not my honor. Dishonesty is asked of me, but I do not qualify for 
it. I am satisfied to say, that the “Socialistic Labor Party” and the proletarian 
emancipation studies I have served well. This declaration I owed to my 
honor, to the “Socialistic Labor Party” and to the readers of the Arbeiter Zei-
tung, the Fackel, and the Vorbote.

Paul Grottkau.
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